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MONTREAL — A statue of St. Joseph stands inside St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, where special events marked the end
of the anniversary year for the saint. Story page 2. (Michael Swan photo)

SAINT JOHN — In 1854, Bishop Thomas Connolly (left) of the Diocese of Saint
John and Honoria Conway (Mother Vincent, right) came together to establish the
Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception (SCIC) in Saint John. This
relationship continues to this day with a gift from the SCIC to establish an
endowment fund in the diocese in the name of the Sisters of Charity of the
Immaculate Conception. Story page 9. (SCIC photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John announces the launching of a
financial appeal, in union with the
Atlantic dioceses, to assist the Canadian
Catholic Conference of Bishops (CCCB)
five-year, $30 million National
Campaign to support Indigenous
healing and reconciliation initiatives.
Story page 3. (TNF file photo)
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New FreemanThe
St. Joseph's year of healing
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

It was a great year for the Year of St.
Joseph, but not because it was a great year.
It was a year spent in and out of COVID
lockdowns, a year of natural disasters fuelled
by climate change and a year for Canadians
to confront the hard truths of their history in
the form of forgotten graves for Indigenous
children who died at residential schools.

Such a year is exactly what the Oratory of
St. Joseph in Montreal is made for, said Ora-
tory rector Father Michael DeLaney of the
Holy Cross Fathers.

“What happens every day at the Oratory?”
Fr. DeLaney asked. “Healing, reconciliation
— that’s what the Church needs now.”

A year spent praying with St. Joseph has
meant a year recalling three essential charac-
teristics of Jesus’ earthly father, said Fr.
DeLaney — humility, honesty and trust in
God.

“To come to Joseph, to put our trust in
Joseph, is to see that as a guiding force in our
lives,” he said.

December 8 wrapped up a year of St.
Joseph that Pope Francis announced last year
with the apostolic letter Patris Corde. The
pope’s letter celebrated the 150th anniversary
of Pope Pius IX’s decision to name St. Joseph
as patron of the Universal Church. St. Joseph
is also the primary patron of Canada.

Built on St. Brother André’s world-famous
devotion to St. Joseph, the Oratory of St.
Joseph in Montreal is the world’s largest shrine
to the silent carpenter who protected Mary
and Jesus in exile in Egypt and guided Jesus
through his hidden life, before he began his
public ministry.

“We exist for healing and reconciliation and
bringing hope to people who are wounded.
We pray for that,” said Fr. DeLaney. “We help
people who come here to heal their wounds
and to be comforted and to find hope and
peace in their lives.”

The Oratory was to finish off the year with
a December 7 performance of Handel’s Mes-
siah by the Orchestre Classique de Montréal.
The next day Father Donald Calloway was
to present a webinar on Devotion and Con-
secration to St. Joseph.

Clearly concerned that the Church faces a
difficult path, in Patris Corde Pope Francis
had healing on his mind and in his prayers.

“If the first stage of all true interior healing
is to accept our personal history and embrace
even the things in life that we did not choose,

we must now add another important element:
creative courage,” Pope Francis wrote. “This
emerges especially in the way we deal with
difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can
either give up and walk away, or somehow
engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out
resources we did not even think we had.”

As graves emerged and protests swept
across the country, Fr. DeLaney remembered
St. Joseph.

“He (Joseph) allows us in our lives to be
more humble, to be absolutely honest,” he
said. “What that also means is that when we
are in error we make up for it — we do our
reconciliation. And we trust that God will lead
us through this.”

The Oratory offers confession 10 or 12
hours a day seven days a week. The focus
on this sacrament of healing provides a lens
for understanding the crisis of reconciliation
with Indigenous Canadians, said Fr. DeLaney.

“The response of the Church institution-
ally, and any of us as leaders in the Church,
and all of us as the faithful in the Church,
must be very humble,” he said. “And recog-
nize what has happened and atone for that,
very honestly and humbly. We don’t deny it.
We look at whatever it was and make sure
that it will never happen again. Trusting in
God means God will lead us through this if
we do it correctly, if we use the humility of
St. Joseph, if we use his honesty.”

On his off days, Fr. DeLaney visits another
shrine close to Montreal, the National Shrine
to St. Kateri Tekakwitha at St. Francis-Xavier
Mission in Kanawake, Que. From the van-
tage point on the grounds of the St. Kateri
Shrine, he looks across the river and sees the
dome of the Oratory. Across time and cul-
tures, Fr. DeLaney believes St. Joseph and
St. Kateri are talking to each other.

While COVID kept people away from the
normally busy shrine, Fr. DeLaney and the
Holy Cross family in Montreal found them-
selves able to reach out to people in new
ways. To counter the isolation many were
experiencing, Fr. DeLaney and other priests
began phoning thousands of pilgrims who had
visited the shrine over the years.

Social media also brought the spirituality of
the Oratory to new audiences. Fr. DeLaney
used online platforms to deliver talks in Eng-
lish, French, Spanish and Portuguese to au-
diences as far away as Brazil.

People were hungry for any sort of con-
tact with others, he said. “I remember I did a
virtual retreat for the Spanish-speaking

(continued on page 11)
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Further to the announcement of the Canadian Catholic Conference

of Bishops (CCCB) of a five-year $30 million National Campaign to
support Indigenous healing and reconciliation initiatives on Septem-
ber 27, 2021, I am pleased to announce that the Diocese of Saint
John is launching a financial appeal in union with the Atlantic dioceses
to do our part in assisting towards this goal. A regional fundraising
goal for this appeal will be determined by the CCCB and communi-
cated to you in the next few weeks.

We have shared in the collective grief and the desire to dedicate
ourselves towards tangible efforts to assist residential school survi-
vors. There is a strong desire among
the people of God to walk in solidarity
with our Indigenous brothers and sis-
ters, who continue to suffer the trauma
of the residential school system. Over
the past few months, I have heard from
many people wanting to contribute fi-
nancially towards the important cause
of healing and reconciliation.

It is important that our efforts are in-
formed by meaningful conversation with
our Indigenous brothers and sisters. We
have been reaching out to Indigenous
leaders across the diocese and will be
working together over the next few
months and years to strengthen our re-
lationship and seek their wisdom on this
fundraising appeal and on how the dio-
cese can best support the good people
of our seven Indigenous communities:
Wotstak First Nation (Woodstock),
Esgenoôpetitj First Nation (Burnt Church), Pilick First Nation
(Kingsclear), Metepenagiak Mi’kmaq First Nation (Red Bank),
Natoaganeg First Nation (Eel Ground), Sitansisk First Nation (St.
Mary’s), and Welamukotuk First Nation (Oromocto). These conver-
sations are important steps forwards, reminding us that all efforts to
address the wounded relationship between Indigenous Peoples and
the Catholic Church must begin by listening.

We are launching this fundraising appeal on December 12, the Na-
tional Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples, and in
honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe, on her traditional Feast Day. Our
Lady of Guadalupe holds great significance to Indigenous Peoples.
Her apparition to Saint Juan Diego as an Indigenous woman was a
great moment of healing that inspired the conversion of millions of
Indigenous Peoples to the Catholic faith within ten years of this mira-
cle. This fundraising appeal and commitment to educational, cultural,
healing and reconciliation initiatives that demonstrate the impact of
residential schools are tangible expressions of our commitment to
walk with the Indigenous Peoples of this land along the pathway of
hope.

A special collection will be taken up for our Indigenous Solidarity
Fund on Sunday, January 30, 2022, and then on an annual basis the
last Sunday of January. Special envelopes will be provided to the
parishes in January. You may also contribute to this fundraising ap-
peal anytime on our website via cheque or email money transfer (https:/
/dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations).

(continued on page 11)

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Suite à l’annonce le 27 septembre 2021, de la Conférence des

évêques catholiques du Canada (CECC) d’une campagne nationale de
30 millions de dollars sur cinq ans pour soutenir les initiatives de
guérison et de réconciliation autochtones, j’ai le plaisir d’annoncer
que le Diocèse de Saint John lance un appel financier en union avec
les diocèses de l’Atlantique afin de faire notre part pour aider à atteindre
cet objectif. Un objectif régional de collecte de fonds pour l’appel sera
déterminé par la CECC et vous sera communiqué au cours des
prochaines semaines.

Nous avons tous partagé le chagrin collectif et le désir de nous
consacrer à des efforts tangibles pour aider les survivants
et survivantes des pensionnats. Il y a un fort désir parmi
le peuple de Dieu d’accompagner en solidarité nos
frères et sœurs autochtones, qui continuent de subir le
traumatisme du système des pensionnats. Au cours
des derniers mois, de nombreuses personnes m’ont
dit qu’elles souhaitaient contribuer financièrement à
l’importante cause de la guérison et de la réconciliation.

Il est important que nos efforts soient éclairés
par un dialogue significatif avec nos frères et sœurs
autochtones. Nous avons contacté des dirigeants
autochtones de toutes parts du diocèse et nous
travaillerons ensemble au cours des prochains mois et
années afin de renforcer nos relations et de bénéficier
de leur sagesse vis-à-vis cet appel de collecte de fonds
et sur la façon dont le diocèse peut mieux soutenir les
bonnes gens de nos sept nations autochtones : la première
nation Wotstak (Woodstock), la première nation
Esgenoôpetitj (Burnt Church), la première nation Pilick
(Kingsclear), la première nation Mi’kmaq de Metepenagiak
(Red Bank), la première nation Natoaganeg (Eel Ground),

la première nation Sitansisk (St. Mary) et la première nation Welamukotuk
(Oromocto). Ces conversations représentent d’importants pas en avant,
nous rappelant que tous les efforts visant à remédier à la relation blessée
entre les peuples autochtones et l’Église catholique doivent commencer
par l’écoute.

Nous lançons cet appel de fonds le 12 décembre, Journée nationale
de prière en solidarité avec les peuples autochtones, et en l’honneur
de Notre-Dame de Guadalupe, lors de sa fête traditionnelle. Notre-
Dame de Guadalupe revêt une grande importance pour les peuples
autochtones. Son apparition à San Juan Diego sous l’apparence d’une
femme autochtone a été un grand moment de guérison qui a inspiré la
conversion à la foi catholique de millions de personnes autochtones
dans les dix ans suivant ce miracle. Cet appel de collecte de fonds et
cet engagement à entreprendre des initiatives éducatives, culturelles,
de guérison et de réconciliation qui démontrent l’impact des
pensionnats indiens sont des expressions tangibles de notre engage-
ment à accompagner les peuples autochtones de notre pays sur le
chemin de l’espoir.

Nous effectuerons une collecte spéciale au profit de notre Fonds de
solidarité autochtone le dimanche, 30 janvier 2022, puis annuellement
le dernier dimanche de janvier par la suite. Des enveloppes spéciales
seront distribuées aux paroisses en janvier. Vous pouvez également
contribuer à cet appel de collecte de fonds à tout moment, sur notre
site Web, par chèque ou par virement électronique (https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations).

(continué à page 11)

Indigenous fundraising appeal Appel de financement autochtone

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
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Preparing the way of the Lord
Almost 500 years ago, an English poet, John Donne wrote a

poem that began with these words:
No [person] is an island, entire to [themselves],
Every [person] is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

Mr. Donne’s words are a reminder that we rely on one another,
that we are not alone in this world and our lives and well-being
depend on the efforts and help of others. Significantly, who we
are is the result of many who in love and care have made us who
we are today. No one gets through life alone.

Looking back, I can recognize a host of family and friends,
colleagues and communities who have formed and influenced me
over the years. Some, I could name, others are without names,
but just as significant in the influence they have had. They did so
in many ways, as mentors and examples, by encouragement and
challenges.

The Advent season draws us into such reflection as we con-
sider who we are as disciples of Jesus the Christ, Christians. In
our Scriptures we find the stories of who we are and how we
have become. In them we discover the great love that God has for
all creation, all humanity. We also encounter the challenge of what
we are called to be as God’s presence comes to be seen in our
midst.

John the Baptist as well as the prophet Baruch are figures of
this season. Their cry dominates the story of what we are becom-
ing in and for our world. John’s call is clear as Luke presents it:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight…. and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God (Luke 3:4-6).

This is a message of hope and joy. The message acknowledges
God’s love acting among us. It is a message not for a few, but for
all humanity. The hope it proclaims is not a limited one. God’s
dream first expressed in a life-giving creation, is that life-giving
love is for all of that creation and is freely given.

It is also, a challenge. We are called to prepare this creation for
the acknowledgement of this God-presence. It is among us and
within us, crying out for life-giving expression in every place and
age. We are part of God’s dream in an active way in our own age.
We have a role to play expressing and building God’s reign of
love, compassion and peace.

John is called the “baptizer”, for he came forth proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:3). “Re-
pentance” is not an end in itself. It is a translation of a Greek
word, metanoia which is about an inner change of heart. To re-
pent is to let go of all that impedes what is to come. Its meaning

then is not so much getting rid of
something, as it is preparing the way
for something new and life-giving.

Both the prophet Baruch (5:1-9) and John the Baptist, issue a
clarion call for the coming of a new world that expresses the
peace, justice, freedom and harmony of God’s reign among us.
What was proclaimed by each of these prophetic voices, was
expressed in the message and mission of Jesus. It has been passed
on to us as a mission for the whole world, for all humanity. The
Spirit of Jesus draws all humanity to God’s dream of justice and
peace, freedom and harmony. We are to live as the prophetic voices
of God’s dream in our own age.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.December 10, 2021 Page 5

In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Beware of your inner circles
No man is an island. John Donne wrote those words four cen-

turies ago and they are as true now as they were then, except we
don’t believe them anymore.

Today more and more of us are beginning to define our nuclear
families and our carefully chosen circle of friends precisely as a
self-sufficient island and are becoming increasing selective as to
who is allowed on our island, into our circle of friends, and into
the circle of those we deem worthy of respect. We define and
protect our idiosyncratic islands by a particular ideology, view of
politics, view of morality, view of gender, and view of religion.
Anyone who doesn’t share our view is unwelcome and not wor-
thy of our time and respect.

Moreover, contemporary media plays into this. Beyond the hun-
dreds of mainstream television channels we have to choose from,
each with its own agenda, we have social media wherein each of
us can find the exact ideology, politics, and moral and religious
perspective that fosters, protects, and isolates our island and makes
our little nuclear clique, one of self-sufficiency, exclusivity, and
intolerance. Today we all have the tools to plumb the media until
we find exactly the “truth” we like. We have come a long way
from the old days of a Walter Cronkite delivering a truth we all
could trust.

The effects of this are everywhere, not least in the increasingly
bitter polarization we are experiencing vis-a-vis virtually every po-
litical, moral, economic, and religious issue in our world. We find
ourselves today on separate islands, not open to listen, respect, or
dialogue with anyone not of our own kind. Anyone who disagrees
with me is not worthy of my time, my ear, and my respect; this
seems to be the popular attitude today.

We see some of this in certain strident forms of Cancel Culture
and we see much of it in the increasing hard, inward-turned face
of nationalism in so many countries today. What’s foreign is un-
welcome, pure and simple. We will not deal with anything that
challenges our ethos.

What’s wrong with that? Almost everything. Irrespective of
whether we are looking at this from a biblical and Christian per-
spective or whether we are looking at it from the point of view of
human health and maturity, this is just wrong.

Biblically, it’s clear. God breaks into our lives in important ways,
mainly through “the stranger”, through what’s foreign, through

what’s other, and through what sabo-
tages our thinking and blows apart our
calculated expectations. Revelation nor-
mally comes to us in the surprise, namely, in a form that turns our
thinking upside down. Take for example the incarnation itself. For
centuries people looked forward to the coming of a messiah, a
god in human flesh, who would overpower and humiliate all their
enemies and offer them, those faithfully praying for this, honour
and glory. They prayed for and anticipated a superman, and what
did they get? A helpless baby lying in the straw. Revelation works
like that. This is why St. Paul tells us to always welcome a stranger
because it could in fact be an angel in disguise.

All of us, I am sure, at some point in our lives have personally
had that experience of meeting an angel in disguise inside a stranger
whom we perhaps welcomed only with some reluctance and fear.
I know in my own life, there have been times when I didn’t want
to welcome a certain person or situation into my life. I live in a
religious community where you do not get to choose who you
will live with. You are assigned your “immediate family” and (but
for a few exceptions when there is clinical dysfunction) like-
mindedness is not a criterion as to who is assigned to live with
each other in our religious houses. Not infrequently, I have had to
live in community with someone who I would not, by choice,
have taken for a friend, a colleague, a neighbour, or a member of
my family. To my surprise, it has often been the person whom I
would have least chosen to live with who has been a vehicle of
grace and transformation in my life.

Moreover, this has been true for my life in general. I have often
found myself graced by the most unlikely, unexpected, initially
unwelcome sources. Admittedly, this has not always been without
pain. What’s foreign, what’s other, can be upsetting and painful
for a long time before grace and revelation are recognized, but it’s
what carries grace.

That is our challenge always, though particularly today when so
many of us are retreating to our own islands, imagining this as
maturity, and then rationalizing it by a false faith, a false national-
ism, and a false idea of what constitutes maturity. This is both
wrong and dangerous. Engaging with what is other enlarges us.
God is in the stranger, and so we are cutting ourselves off from a
major avenue of grace whenever we will not let the foreign into
our lives.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser§

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

Give the gift that lasts one full year.
Subsctibe to The New Freeman

$25/year
(Canadian addresss;

extra charges apply for foreign subscriptions)
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AFN seeking 'justice' in papal meeting
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

In one hour gathered in a room with Pope Francis, 13 Assembly of
First Nations [AFN] delegates plan to lay down heavy burdens and
raise up the hope of nations.

“Our hope is that this visit and a potential visit from the Pope on our
home territories will provide some measure of dignity and respect to
the survivors and the intergenerational survivors of the residential
schools,” Dene Regional Chief Norman Yakeleya told reporters at a
press conference to announce the AFN’s delegation going to Rome.

The AFN delegation will get one hour with Pope Francis on Dec.
20. It will be the last of three sessions with Indigenous Canadians
between December 17 and 20. Seven Inuit delegates will meet with
the Pope December 17. Eight Métis delegates will meet with him
December 18.

“This trip has been a long time coming,” said Chief Yakeleya, who
has been asked by National Chief RoseAnne Archibald to lead the
delegation. (Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami president Natan Obed will lead the
Inuit delegation. Métis National Council president Cassidy Caron will
lead her delegation).

“We seek to hear the words on our lands by the pope. We seek
justice. It is only then that we can begin walking truly on the healing
path of reconciliation,” Chief Yakeleya said. “I also ask every Cana-
dian to stand with First Nations as we continue this painful but im-
portant work.”

Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc Chief Roseanne Casimir hinted that she
would be asking Pope Francis to visit the site where 215 unmarked
graves were discovered in May.

“That too would be extremely significant to visit this part of Canada
and to have that opportunity to meet with the survivors,” she said.

While the First Nations’ hour with Pope Francis will touch on a
number of themes, the clear focus will be on an apology on Canadian
soil, in accordance with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s
[TRC] Call to Action #58.

“Nothing would be more important than to have the pope issue an
apology from our homeland,” said former AFN National Chief Phil
Fontaine, who will represent the Manitoba chiefs on the trip.

Mr. Fontaine led a delegation in 2009 to meet with Pope Benedict
XVI.

“The words we heard from Benedict XVI were expressions of
deep regret for the abuse inflicted on First Nations children who
attended residential schools,” said Mr. Fontaine. “At that point, we
were not so disappointed that we didn’t accept those words. But
today the circumstances are so different from when we first went to
Rome in 2009. We didn’t have the TRC and the Calls to Action. We
didn’t have the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples. We didn’t have the 10 principles of reconciliation
(promulgated by the TRC). We didn’t have unmarked graves.”

Both Mr. Fontaine and Chief Yakeleya are residential school survivors.
“Who ever thought that a residential school survivor from Inuvik

for [the] seven years,[or] eight years I spent there, that I would have
an opportunity to talk to the chief of the Roman Catholics, the head
boss, the head man, the Holy Father. What would I say?” Chief Yakeleya
asked. “You gotta be careful. Prayers come pretty fast and pretty
good.”

Youth delegate Rosalie LaBillois plans to speak to Pope Francis
about the intergenerational trauma that her generation has fought

through.
“That opportunity that I get is something that my grandfather never

got,” she said. “He never got the chance to speak his truth. There are
unmentionable things that he could never speak about. Now it’s my
opportunity to speak my truth in the hopes that I could do, to the best
of my ability, to help represent that youth perspective from across the
country, on how we are severely impacted.”

Ms. LaBillois, who is the AFN National Youth Council co-chair,
wanted to be clear that the mandate to the delegates extends beyond
the week in Rome.

“After our trip, what’s it going to look like when we come home?”
she asked. “How do we share our experience, in being able to em-
power young people, to be proud of who they are?”

Mr. Fontaine said the delegation is discussing a document it hopes
to present to Pope Francis at the end of their meeting.

“We were thinking he might wish to address that document when
he comes to Canada,” he said.

“We’re prepared for his arrival on Indigenous land, to welcome
him,” said Chief Yakeleya. “We hope and say our prayers that he will
apologize to the families, to the survivors, as he has done in other
countries to the Indigenous peoples.”

July 9, 2015 Pope Francis apologized in Bolivia, acknowledging
that “grave sins were committed against the native peoples of America
in the name of God.” During a 1992 visit to the Dominican Republic,
St. John Paul II apologized to the Western hemisphere’s Indigenous
people for “pain and suffering” caused during 500 years of the Church’s
presence in the Americas.§

Indigenous, disabled
at highest risk of poverty
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Campaign 2000’s annual in-depth look at poverty reveals that being
poor in Canada is perfectly predictable. Canada’s poor are overwhelm-
ingly Indigenous or they are disabled.

The Diocese of Saskatoon is seeing the hard edge of Indigenous
poverty in a homelessness crisis sweeping the city. Justice and Peace
office co-ordinator Myron Rogal has witnessed a 30-per-cent jump
in Saskatoon homelessness in September, followed by another 33 per
cent in October. He’s waiting with trepidation on November’s num-
bers. What was a steady Saskatoon homeless population of about
100 is suddenly up around 1,200.

Mr. Rogal points out that 30 per cent of Saskatoon’s homeless are
Indigenous, even though Indigenous people represent 18 per cent of
the city’s overall population.

“I’m hearing from community-based organizations, not only work-
ing on housing but also on food security, that they’re maxed out right
now,” Mr. Rogal said. “That is new. They don’t say that lightly.”

Mr. Rogal is part of an ecumenical effort to bring churches and
charities together for a December 7 meeting to see what can be done
in Saskatoon.

Using child poverty as an indicator of family poverty, Campaign
2000 reports that 53 per cent of First Nations children living on re-
serve live in poverty. It gets a little better for off-reserve First Nations
kids at 41 per cent. Nearly a third (32 per cent) of non-status First

(continued on page 11)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — When Saint John student Andrew Bachynski be-
gan his studies at Carleton University in Ottawa this summer, he was
no stranger to the Catholic faith. An active participant in the Diocese
of Saint John, Mr. Bachynski attended mass, religious education, and
youth group during his time in Saint John. Now in his first year of
Health Sciences, he has found community with Catholic Christian
Outreach [CCO], a university student movement dedicated to evan-
gelization that challenges young adults to live in the fullness of the
Catholic faith with a strong emphasis on becoming leaders in the
renewal of the world.

Mr. Bachynski first heard about CCO through the Franciscan LEAD
conference that he participated in as part of Steubenville Atlantic with
the diocese. “I had done the Franciscan LEAD retreat, and some of
those leaders had been part of CCO,” he said. “Steubenville was al-
ways a good time, lots of opportunity to meet other people of faith.”

Then over the summer, he got some encouragement from an influ-
ential source. “I saw Bishop Christian [Riesbeck, CC, of the diocese]
over the summer and he planted the bug in my ear, ‘be sure to join
CCO.’ So, I made sure to check them out,” Mr. Bachynski said.
“They had a Club Fair, so I gave them my contact. And I went and
hung out. It’s an awesome community, it really is.”

Mr. Bachyski said that there are about 100 people who regularly
attend CCO events, with three missionaries on campus and a mission
leader. One of the main tools of evangelization are faith studies.

“We have CCO Faith Studies, Discovery, Source, Growth, Trust
and Commission,” he said. “The one I did was Discovery; I’ll be
taking Source next. That was really awesome, it gets everybody to
the same baseline so then you can grow together, with a few other
people in a small group. It was good.”

Besides faith studies there are also events for students to grow in
community and fellowship. “It’s been reduced a bit with Covid, but they
still made a couple of events happen,” Mr. Bachynski said.

Even though he’s away at university, Mr. Bachynski remains active
with his home diocese, most recently serving as a leader for Youth Alpha
as part of the Confirmation formation for the diocese. “[Youth Alpha] is
good for helping back in home, I’ve been inspired by the community here
to try and help out back at home and build it up,” he shared.

Asked about what helps him stay grounded in his faith, Mr. Bachynski
is confident in his reply. “Definitely trying to pray consistently, daily,”
he said. “Just having that strong witness of other people in my CCO

Consistency and Community — Saint John student connects with CCO
community is crucial. Without community, where’s the joy in life or
the faith? So really that witness of other people has been very help-
ful.”

Mr. Bachynski is growing as a leader, learning how to step out in
faith and share what the Lord has done for him.

“They had an end of semester meeting with awards and thank
yous, and they needed two students to give testimonies…they actu-
ally ended up pegging me as one of those students,” he said.  “That
was a good experience to find my story to share, and then share it, it
actually went well. I’ve never felt as at ease public speaking, so the
Holy Spirit had my back.”

For Mr. Bachynski, evangelizing is simply sharing something good
that you have met with the rest of the world.

“There is just so much joy that the faith has brought to my life,
stability, community. I don’t want other people not to have that, I
want to share that with people because I think it’s really important,”
he said. “I’ve even had some friends that aren’t really religious, I’ll
talk to them and say, “do you ever come to church?” and some of
them said that they’re interested. So just sharing the joy of the faith,
that’s what inspires me to do what I do.”

What advice does Mr. Bachynski have for students trying to bal-
ance faith and studies at university? “Find community, because that
will help you,” he said. “You meet people who are rounded in differ-
ent ways, and they can all help you build your faith. Finding commu-
nity and being consistent in going to mass and praying. Consistency
and community.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop continues parish visits
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Having visited most of the Fredericton and Miramichi
parishes of the Diocese of Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
continued his pastoral visits in the Saint John region with a visit to Our
Lady of Good Counsel Parish on December 4-5, 2021.

Comprised of three churches, Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish is a
vibrant community pastored by Father Ralph McRae. This parish serves
people in East Saint John (Stella Maris) and Loch Lomond (St. Joseph’s)
and St. Martin’s (St. William’s Church).

Bishop Riesbeck began his tour of the parish on December 4 with
Saturday evening mass at St. William’s followed by a meeting with key
parish leaders at the Hope Centre in St. Joseph’s Church.

From there he celebrated Sunday morning masses at St. Joseph’s and
Stella Maris churches on December 5.

As is his custom with pastoral visits, Bishop Riesbeck set aside time
either before or after each mass for a short question and answer period,
allowing parishioners the opportunity to get to know him.

During his homily for the Second Sunday of Advent, Bishop Riesbeck
shared a bit about his life growing up.

“Everyone had to pitch in with decorations and other preparations,” he
said of Advent in his household. “We prayed as a family; we went to
Church…I’m grateful to my parents especially for helping our family
remain rooted in what was most important about this season. Ultimately,
Jesus is the reason for the season.”

(continued on page 9)

OTTAWA — Andrew Bachynski (back row, third from the right)
gathers with fellow Carleton University students at a Catholic
Christian Outreach event. (Andrew Bachynski photo)
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Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas
By DANIEL IMWALLE

Reprinted with permission from
St., Anthony Messenger
December 2021 / January 2022

For nearly 600 years, the appearance of the Virgin Mary to St. Juan
Diego in Mexico has captivated countless hearts and minds world-
wide.

With bowed head, brown skin and wearing a blue-green robe stud-
ded with stars, Our Lady of Guadalupe is instantly recognizable and
one of the most widespread images associated with Catholicism. Despite
the widespread fame of this Marian apparition, its origins are quite humble
and deeply connected to the identity if indigenous people in Mexico and
beyond. The story begins 490 years ago in 1531 in Mexico City, a New
World metropolis recently conquered by the Spanish.

Juan Diego, an indigenous man who had converted to Christianity,
would make regular visits to a Franciscan mission for religious edu-
cation, typically passing by Tepeyac Hill. On the morning of Decem-
ber 9, she walked past the hill, the Virgin Mary appeared before him with
a message: Request that the bishop have a chapel built in her name in this
location as a place for those in need to pray for her intercession. After two
more Marian apparitions — and a demand for proof from Bishop Juan de
Zumarrage — on December 12, Juan once again encountered Our Lady,
who uttered these famous words: “Am I not here, I whom am your
mother!” She instructed Juan to gather flowers, and when he did, she
arranged them in his tilma, or clock.

When Juan returned to tell Bishop Zumarraga about this latest en-
counter, he opened his tilma, the flowers fell onto the floor before the
prelate, and emblazoned upon Juan’s clock was an image of the Vir-
gin Mary. Being the culmination of the four Marian appearances to

Juan Diego, December 12 is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Now, there is not only a chapel built in her honour on the Hill of

Tepeyac, but also two basilicas. Construction on the original basilica
began in the late 1600s and was completed in 1709. Built with heavy
stone in the style of churches of that era, the old basilica slowly began
to sink and become unstable, due to Mexico City being built on a
dried-out lake bed. The second basilica built to handle the fluctuating
earth underneath, opened its doors in 1976. The original tilma worn
by Juan Diego is on display in the new basilica.

Well before the construction of the basilicas, the site was already
venerated as a place of pilgrimage, even dating back to the year of the
apparitions themselves – 1531. Now it is the most visited Catholic
pilgrimage site in the world, and the third most visited sacred site
across all religions. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, around 10 mil-
lion people visited the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe each year.

The fact that Our Lady of Guadalupe has mestizo — a combination
of European and indigenous — features, and that she chose to appear to
an indigenous person have long held an important place in the Mexican
identity. She also reportedly spoke to Juan Diego in this native tongue,
Nahuatl. Outside of Mexico, Our Lady of Guadalupe is honoured by mil-
lions in Canada, the United States, Latin America, and beyond.

In cities throughout the Americas, more and more festivities and
processions are popping up each year. So although thoroughly rooted
in Mexico, it’s no surprise that Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patron-
ess of the Americas.

Daniel Imwalle is the managing editor of St. Anthony Messenger.
Having travelled many times to Mexico with his wife, Belinda who is
from Mexico City, he is grateful for  having had the opportunity to
visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, among other national
historic sites.§

God can act in unexpected ways, calling for brave acceptance, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — St. Joseph teaches people to learn to take life as
it comes and to accept what God has in mind, Pope Francis said.

Speaking about how Joseph reacted to Mary being pregnant while
they were still engaged, the pope explained why St. Joseph "gives us
an important lesson: He chooses Mary with 'his eyes open,'" and
"with all the risks" that came with it.

"They had probably cultivated dreams and expectations regarding
their life and their future," he said during his weekly general audience
December 1. But then, "out of the blue, God seems to have inserted
himself into their lives and, even if at first it was difficult for them,
both of them opened their hearts wide to the reality that was placed
before them."

During his audience in the Vatican's Paul VI hall, Pope Francis con-
tinued a series of talks on St. Joseph, reflecting on his role as a just
man and husband of Mary, and what he can teach all engaged couples
and newlyweds.

St. Joseph was pious and subject to observing the religious laws of
the time, which called for stoning a woman accused of adultery or —
with later interpretations — a formal repudiation that had civil and
criminal consequences for the woman, the pope said. But Joseph's
"love for Mary and his trust in her suggested a way he could remain
in observance of the law and save the honour of his bride. He decided

to repudiate her in secret, without making noise, without subjecting
her to public humiliation."

"How holy Joseph was," Pope Francis said. In contrast, "we, as
soon as we have a bit of gossip, something scandalous about some-
one else, we go around talking about it right away!"

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling him not
to fear taking Mary as his wife and explaining the divine origin of and
plan for her son.

God reveals "a greater meaning than his own justice. How impor-
tant it is for each one of us to cultivate a just life and, at the same time,
to always feel the need for God's help to broaden our horizons and to
consider the circumstances of life from an always different, larger
perspective," the pope said.

Many times, he said, people feel "imprisoned" by what happens to
them and are tempted to "close in on that pain, in that thought that
good things never happen to us. And this is not good for us. This
leads you to sadness and bitterness. A bitter heart is so ugly."

Often, "a providence is hidden that takes shape over time and illu-
minates the meaning even of the pain that has touched us," he said.

By taking this risk, Joseph "gives us this lesson: to take life as it
comes. Has God intervened there? I accept it" and seek to follow
God's guidance, the pope said.

During their engagement, Christian couples are called to witness to
this kind of love that "has the courage to move from the logic of

(continued on page 9)
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(continued from page 8)
falling in love to that of mature love," the pope said. Mature love
moves from infatuation and imagination to taking "responsibility for
one's life as it comes."

It is demanding, but it will strengthen their love "so that it endures
when faced with the trials of time," he added.

"Dear brothers and dear sisters, our lives are very often not what
we imagine them to be. Especially in loving and affectionate relation-
ships," Pope Francis said.

He repeated his advice to married couples, urging them to always
make peace before the end of the day and never let arguments or bad
feelings fester "because the cold war the next day is very dangerous.
Don't let war begin the next day."

At the end of the audience, the pope recalled that December 1 is
World AIDS Day.

"It is an important occasion to remember the many people who are
affected by this virus. For many of them, in some areas of the world,
access to the necessary treatment is not available. My hope is that
there might be a renewed commitment in solidarity to guarantee fair
and effective health care," he said. §

God can act in unexpected ways

SCIC establish endowment fund
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In the spring of 2021, Sister Mary Beth McCurdy,
congregational leader of the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate
Conception (SCIC), presented the Diocese of Saint John with a gift
to assist in the establishment of an endowment fund in the name of
the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception.

The purpose of the endowment is to provide leadership formation
for lay and ordained persons, and to enable the diocese to respond to
today’s pastoral needs in the spirit of Pope Francis’ works, including
Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si’, and Fratelli Tutti.

In addition, the fund will assist pastoral outreach around justice, peace,
environmental stewardship, liturgy, youth, communications and ecumeni-
cism. It will also support the care of aging and infirm priests.

In a Zoom meeting with Sr. McCurdy, Sister Anita Holmes, SCIC
and Sister Pat Poole, SCIC, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
diocese, expressed his gratitude for their continued support. “You’ve
really provided us with a wonderful foundation, and we’re really,
really so thankful. From the bottom of my heart on behalf of the
diocese, I just want to express my sincere gratitude to you and the
Sisters of Charity for this wonderful gift.”

Inspired by the longstanding relationship between the SCIC and the
diocese, Sr. McCurdy said that “in coming to this, the sense we had
was the word ‘relationship’. We have a long history spanning 167
years, beginning with Bishop Thomas Connolly and Honoria Conway
(Mother Vincent). They collaborated and responded to the physical
and spiritual needs of the Irish immigrants during the raging cholera
epidemic [in the diocese].”

Bishop Riesbeck was touched by her words and affirmed that rela-
tionship. “It’s important to stress that relationship aspect that stretches
back to the founding of the [SCIC] community,” he said. “It is a
relationship that continues to this day, and hopefully will continue for
years to come.”

Bishop Riesbeck continued, “I’m so happy that we can pray and
work together. The Sisters of Charity have truly made an impact on

the diocese in their missionary efforts to serve Jesus in the poor and
vulnerable. This fund provides a wonderful foundation to respond to Je-
sus’ call to ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’.”

Sr. McCurdy responded, “As we look at the way God has called
us, where God has called us, and how God has called us, it’s total
grace! In the spirit of the Sisters, our Charity ancestors, Saints Vin-
cent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and Elizabeth Ann Seton, we con-
tinue to listen, to discern and share the mission of the Gospel.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 7)
Noting that “Advent is not meant to be a season of anxiety,” Bishop

Riesbeck encouraged people to be vigilant in seeking Jesus. “We could
easily let this Advent slip by and lose out on all the wonders and graces
God wishes to pour out in our lives. We need Jesus in our lives. He is the
source of all our hopes and desires. We don’t have to live in fear.”

Bishop Riesbeck was encouraged by the many outreach projects the
parish participates in, including an Advent project which collects goods
for organizations such as the Food Bank and Avenue B that serve the
needy of the city.

He noted that the parish amalgamation process has been smooth, and
that all three churches work well together.

Evangelization is a priority, and the parish has offered Alpha, The Search,
and other resources available through a parish subscription to Formed.org,
an online platform that supplied Catholic content to help people grow in
their faith. Prior to Covid-19 restrictions, small faith sharing groups were
gathering to meet in each other’s homes.

Like many parishes in the diocese, Our Lady of Good Counsel shared
concern for youth and asked the bishop’s advice for reaching this group,
particularly after Confirmation.

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged them to use every opportunity to evange-
lize, including offering faith formation for parents whose children are ap-
proaching the parish for sacraments, engaging youth in the liturgy and
outreach, altar serving, making them feel valued, calling their gifts forth
and forming them as leaders in the parish.

As the season of Christmas approaches, Bishop Riesbeck affirmed the
good work of the parish and encouraged them to use this time to grow
closer to Jesus. He shared some practical things people can do to receive
Jesus’ offer of new life, renewal, and consolation this Advent, including:

• Making some room in the inn to welcome him into hearts through
prayer, adoration, and pouring hearts out to him;

• Reflecting on daily readings and doing Sunday readings as a family
prior to mass thus filling oneself with the hope and fulfillment of God’s
promises contained in his Word;

• Taking advantage of opportunities to grow in personal faith such as
through Alpha or the many resources available through Formed.org;

• Taking part in outreach ministries where the face of Jesus is seen in
those that are served and are less fortunate;

• Receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation where the unburdening
from the effects of sin leads to an encounter with the Father’s love in a
tangible way.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She can
be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop continues parish visits
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God dreams of a world where all are welcomed as family, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Pope Francis told migrants that, like them,
God dreams of a world where everyone recognizes each other as
brothers and sisters.

God "asks us not to be content with a divided world, divided Chris-
tian communities, but to journey through history drawn by his own
dream: the dream of a humanity freed of walls of division, freed of
hostility, where there are no longer strangers, but only fellow citi-
zens," he told migrants during an emotional ecumenical prayer serv-
ice December 3 in the Church of the Holy Cross in Nicosia.

Thamara da Silva, who came from Sri Lanka, told the pope: "Every
day, I have to reduce everything that I may be, or hope to be, or want
to become, into a check mark next to a box on a form. I have to use
a word or two to explain myself to one of the few who might choose
to ask or to acknowledge that I am even here. What do I say? Usually
I must choose 'xenos,' 'foreigner.'"

"But what I want to scream is 'person,' 'sister,' 'friend,' 'believer,'
'neighbour,'" she said.

The Holy Cross church compound, which includes the Vatican
nunciature and the offices of Caritas Cyprus, is on the U.N.-patrolled
green line separating the largely Greek Cypriot southern two-thirds of
the island from the predominantly Turkish Cypriot northern third.

Cyprus also has the European Union's highest per capita number of
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. Many of them travel across
the sea from Turkey, landing in the north where there are no border
controls,  then try to sneak across the green line.

Tensions and frustration have increased because of the combina-
tion of increasing migration and suspicion that Turkey is promoting
it, along with the economic challenges COVID-19 has posed to an
island reliant on tourism.

Reaffirming the December 2 statement of Cypriot President Nicos
Anastasiades, the internal affairs ministry said December 3 that Pope
Francis had arranged for 50 asylum-seekers to be transferred to Italy.

Included in the group who will be moving, the ministry said, are
Enjei Grace and Daniel Ejube, both from Cameroon, whose story has
been told in newspapers around the world. Thinking they could enter
Europe through northern Cyprus, they have been living in a tent on
the green line since May — with neither side willing to take them in.

While he did not mention taking the migrants, Pope Francis told the
group in Holy Cross Church that the Cypriot government cannot be
blamed for knowing that it cannot welcome, house and provide for all
those arriving in the country; others must help.

Elizabeth V. Kassinis, executive manager of Caritas Cyprus, told the
pope the Catholic charity is trying to respond to overwhelming needs. "We
are working to fill the gaps in the social safety net as best we can."

Caritas staff and volunteers have a dream, too, she said. "We dream
that more can be done, more people can be reached, more communi-
ties transformed, more of us involved in each other's lives."

Maccolins Ewoukap Nfongock, originally from Cameroon, told Pope
Francis, "I am someone pained by the lack of love that makes me feel
less than others, unwanted, a burden; by the subtle hate that robs me
of a kind word, a much-needed smile on a cold day; by the barriers of
the community in which I find myself."

Rozh Najeeb, from Iraq, told the pope he has been on a journey,
forced to run from "violence, bombs, knives, hunger and pain."

But he also said he dreams it will be a journey toward "a place of

safety and health, a place that affords liberties and choices, a place
where I can give and receive love, a place where I can practice my
faith and my customs, proudly sharing them with others, a place
where I can dare to hope."

Mariamie Besala Welo, from Congo, described herself as a person
"full of dreams," big dreams. "I dream of a world where no one is
forced to fight, to do battle, give up, flee or cry -- except maybe for
joy," she said.

But she said she has "small dreams," too. "I close my eyes and
dream of the smell of my grandmother's cooking, the fields after a
good rain that will nurture the seeds, the sea breeze."

"I dream of smiles," she said, instead of people being suspicious of
her or surprised that she can speak Greek.

Making it clear that he had received the text of their speeches weeks
ago, Pope Francis said they reflected "the beauty of the truth" and the
powerful way God reveals "his kingdom of love, justice and peace" to
those without clout in the world.

"In the faces of our marginalized and discarded brothers and sis-
ters," including migrants seeking a new home, Christians must see
the face of Christ, he said.

The stories of the migrants in Cyprus, the pope said, make him
think of the thousands of others in many parts of the world who feel
forced to flee their homes, sell all they have and yet cannot be sure
they won't drown at sea or die in a desert.

Apologizing for speaking so
long, Pope Francis told the group,
"It is my responsibility to help
open people's eyes."

Especially in a country "marked
by a painful division," Pope
Francis said, people longing for
unity must begin by accepting
others as kin, recognizing the
human dignity of each person.

That, he said, is God's dream.
"We're the ones that don't want
it." §

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Pope Francis gives the final blessing during
an ecumenical prayer service with migrants in the Church of
the Holy Cross in Nicosia, Cyprus, December 3, 2021. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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Indigenous fundraising appeal

Appel de financement autochtone

(continued from page 3)
“The eternal Father has sent his Son to reveal to us the mystery of

our living in this world and of our journeying to the everlasting life
that is to come. In the Paschal Mystery of the Death and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, we have been reconciled with God and with
each other. Jesus Christ is our peace (Cfr. Eph. 2, 14).” (Pope John
Paul II, meeting with Indigenous Peoples of Canada, Fort Simpson,
September 20, 1987).  With our eyes fixed on Jesus who is the healer
of every division and the source of our hope, we ask our Creator to
bless us as we journey together towards healing and a renewed rela-
tionship with our Indigenous Peoples.

United in prayer and reconciliation through the intercession of Our
Lady of Guadalupe,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

(continué de page 3)
« Le Père éternel a envoyé son Fils pour nous révéler le mystère de

notre existence ici-bas et de notre cheminement vers la vie éternelle.
Dans le mystère pascal de la mort et de la résurrection de Jésus Christ,
nous avons été réconciliés avec Dieu et les uns avec les autres. Jésus
Christ est notre paix. (Cf. Éph. 2,14) » (Pape Jean-Paul II, à l’occasion
de sa rencontre avec les peuples autochtones du Canada à Fort
Simpson, le 20 septembre 1987). Les yeux fixés sur Jésus qui est le
guérisseur de toutes les divisions et la source de notre espérance,
nous demandons à notre Créateur de nous bénir alors que nous
cheminons ensemble vers la guérison et une relation renouvelée avec
nos peuples autochtones.

Unis dans la prière et la réconciliation par l’intercession de Notre-
Dame de Guadalupe,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Évêque de Saint John

(continued from page 2)
community in Montreal,” said Fr. DeLaney. “What amazed me was
there were probably a few hundred people watching, most of them
were older people all alone, or maybe with their spouse or with one
other person. The joy that they felt to see each other at this online
retreat, it was unbelievable.”

Fr. DeLaney often thinks of St. Joseph in terms of small-town
skilled craftsmen he knew growing up in upstate New York, whether
auto mechanics or building contractors. They were men who were
trusted, who cared for the people in their community with their skill,
dedication and attention to detail.

“For me, the value that everything revolves around is community
— how do we connect,” he said. “I think that what the time (the Year
of St. Joseph) gave to us was a way to be creative, to bring the
message of St. Joseph — which is very inspiring and very hopeful —
in a very dark time that we all lived through.” §

St. Joseph's year of healing

(continued from page 6)
Nations children live in poverty. It’s incrementally better for Inuit
children, 25 per cent of whom are poor. One in five Métis children
(22 per cent) are in poverty.

A comparison between on-reserve, status First Nations children
and non-immigrant white kids shows a poverty rate 4.4 times higher
for the Indigenous children. Those numbers combined with a change
in Saskatchewan’s income support programs has created a home-
lessness crisis in Saskatoon.

“It’s kind of a perfect storm,” said Mr. Rogal. “Charities and churches
are doing often as much as we have capacity to do, but the problem
is growing.”

Nearly one-third of working-aged people with a disability live in
poverty, according to the Campaign 2000 report card. There are more
than 830,000 Canadians with disabilities.

“You can’t talk about poverty and not acknowledge that people
with disabilities disproportionately live in poverty. Nor can you talk
about disability without knowing that a disproportionate number of
(disabled) people live in poverty,” said Silent Voice executive director
Kelly MacKenzie.

In addition to serving the deaf community in Ontario at Silent Voice,
MacKenzie sits on the social justice and advocacy committee of Catho-
lic Charities. She and other directors of Catholic agencies are seeing
disabled people sinking.

“For people to expect to make ends meet on ODSP (Ontario Dis-
ability Support Progam) is not realistic,” she said. “I would like you to
tell me where I can find something for $600 a month that is livable?”

COVID has uncovered the vast gulf that exists between middle-
class Canadians and disabled people trying to scrape by on govern-
ment programs and minimum wage jobs, said Ms. MacKenzie. When
everything went online, Silent Voice scrambled to get refurbished iPads
and computers out to its clients.

“Canada is one of the most expensive mobile data countries in the
world. To assume that everybody has high-speed Internet for Zoom
calls and their child’s education, never mind the hardware — com-
puters and laptops and iPads — was not realistic..”

Child poverty numbers are actually getting better, but not so as you
would notice. Campaign 2000 reports the 2019 national child poverty
was 17.7 per cent, half a percentage point better than 2018.

In 1989, when Canada’s child poverty rate was 15.3 per cent, a
non-binding all-party resolution in the House of Commons promised
to eliminate child poverty in Canada by 2000. Campaign 2000 launched
in 1991.§

Indigenous, disabled at highest risk of poverty
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MIRAMICHI — On December 5th, the talent of the
Miramichi region began the festive season at St.
Mary’s Church (St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish) in
Newcastle with the famed production, A Christmas to
Remember. As in the past, this year’s event was
organized by Susan Butler (photo top right) and held
in remembrance of former Miramchi mayor, Gerry
Cormier, who started the fundraising concert in 1999,
and passed away in June 2016. In previous interviews
concerning the event, Mr. Cormier said that he was
pleased that people all along the Miramichi River
looked forward to the concert every year, and that the
event was conceived of as a way for him to give back
to the community. Proceeds in excess of $5,000 went
to local charities that had been close to Mr. Cormier,
the Miramichi Emergency Centre for Women, the
Miramichi Youth House, and St. Mary’s Christmas
Hampers Program. Performances included the
Villagers Chorus directed by Lois McKinnon (photo
top left) and the Miramichi Fiddlers (photo right).  (Rose
Thériault photos)


